
Chief Plenty Coups’ Orchard:  Duchess and Wealthy apples were grafted 

from the orchard near Pyror, MT, planted by Chief Plenty Coups in 1903 

on his families farm and ranch.  The few remaining trees in this orchard 

are maintained by MT FWP at the Chief Plenty Coups state park and a 

portion of the sales go towards supporting their efforts.  

Bitterroot Valley:  The home of Montana’s apple boom, in the early 

1900’s the valley had over 10,000 acres of orchards.  Wolf River trees 

come from historic St. Mary’s Mission reputed to have been some of the 

first fruit trees planted in Montana in the 1840’s or 50’s.  Summerdale 

seedling was grafted from a fence line tree in the Summerdale orchard 

district east of Corvallis MT.  

Ruby and Madison Valley:  Some of the first documented orchards in 

Montana sprung up around the gold mines of Virginia City in the mid 

1860’s.  The Montana Heritage Orchard program has been collaborating 

with the Ruby Habitat Foundation to identify and preserve these heirloom 

cultivars.  Crimson Beauty, Martha Crabapple, and Pony Seedling apples. 

http://www.mtorchards.org/


  

Packed with perfumed blooms in the 

spring this heirloom cultivar was prized 

for making jelly and eating fresh.  Not 

great for storage but these golden 

globes of       goodness won't last long 

on the table.  Fruit is small, round, 

golden with blush cheeks.  Flesh is 

creamy yellow, sweet with a sprightly    

tartness and subtle astringent bite.  

From the McIntosh Homestead in On-

tario (circa. 1870) to Wild Horse Island 

(circa. 1913), this classic North Ameri-

can apple reigns        supreme for its 

bountiful bloom, deep red skin and aro-

matic flavor.  Fruit is large and uniform 

with characteristic red coloring when  

fully sunripened.  Flesh is white with 

occasional red veins, juicy and aromatic 

with a balanced tart flavor to finish the 

apples sweetness.   Wild Horse Island      

McInstosh 

Wild Horse Island          

Transcendent Crabapple 


